Contents
% oD

Foreword v
Acknowledgements xi N ({QD
Abbreviations xii \%
Introduction xiii @ Q
D O
Section A: Understanding the CEDAW Convention and its Opti rotocol

as tools to strengthen women’s human ri ts(\ </®
The CEDAW Convention 2 &@ @Q

Text of the CEDAW Convention 2 Q é
General recommendations 3 0)0) é
Guiding principles 4 \@ &
Substantive equality 4 (\\o
Non-discrimination 5
State obligation 6 oéb Q
The CEDAW Committee’s dlé with governm and the role of NGOs 8

The CEDAW Convention &Eol for changeggprtunities and challenges 9

The Optional Protoc ?t @ onvention on |m|nat|on of All Forms of
Discrimination agai

en (OP-CEDA {.)\
o 2O
Thec nications and @Sry procedures 13

e communicatij rocedure 14

?é\ he inquiry pr{tj~ e 17

medies and rec endations 20
Under tHeZcommunications procedure 20
Under thé&Tinquiry procedure 21
I 21

Administration 22

Freguently Asked Questions 23
The communications procedure 23
The inquiry procedure 29
General questions 30

Qur rights are not optional! Advocating for the implementation of CEDAW through its Optional Protocol . A resource guide Vil



N

Handouts
Handout 1: Understanding discrimination — Article 1 of the CEDAW Convention 33
Handout 2: 10 things you should know about the CEDAW Convention 35
Handout 3: 10 things you should know about the CEDAW Committee 37
Handout 4: The Optional Protocol to CEDAW 39
Handout5: Analysing women's human rights violations through the framework
of the CEDAW Convention 41
Handout 6: Communications procedure — Chart 43

Handout 7: Inquiry procedure — Chart 45 q)o) OQ)
Handout 8: Sample case studies 47 :
\ (\

Section B: Governments and the OP-CEDAW rat@ process

The benefits of ratification 52 @

Addressing misconceptions around ratification 5@ (\

O

Becoming a State Party to the OP-CEDAW 59 &@ ZQ
Examples of ratification processesé(\ ‘K

The role of government officials an%&a entarians 63é

Handout

Handout 9: Why governments sh@’a@‘@ ify or accede to@OP CEDAW? 65

oD N\

Sectioé hancing advo®y and use of the OP-CEDAW

Overall conmdeN 68 Cf)
Tips for N@Qs the ratlflcatl \t>e~0P CEDAW 69

Beyo ification: Using Q CEDAW strategically 71
n

\G’ros and cons.of@

an international mechanism 72

% Tips for NG >§D using the OP-CEDAW 73
o @ Addressifhg gthical issues: Guidelines for NGOs 74

<

‘Our Rig Not Optional!’ The global campaign for the ratification and use of the
OP- CE@ 8

douts
@:%out 10: Tips for submitting complaints under the communications and inquiry
procedures of the OP-CEDAW 81
Handout 11: Guidelines for submissions — The communications procedure 83
Handout 12: Guidelines for submissions — The inquiry procedure 85

Vil Our rights are not optional! Advocating for the implementation of CEDAW through its Optional Protocol . A resource guide

5

T MMM

il 'M'N'H'H N

M M M A

TIM M A

M e M

Ml

TeaeMe ifem

|

T\






